Instructions for Service by Alternate Means

‘ GENERAL INFORMATION

This checklist is a guide only. For further information see Maine Rules of Civil Procedure 4(g)

There is no fee associated with requesting service by alternate means. (Court Fee Schedule)

‘ WHEN TO USE SERVICE BY ALTERNATE MEANS

Service by Alternate Means can be used when starting a divorce, parental rights and responsibilities case, civil lawsuit or for post-

judgment motions. It cannot be used for Small Claims Proceedings. You have to have made every reasonable effort to find the

other party. Every reasonable effort 1ncludes
* Attempting service by First Class
* Attempting Service by Certifige
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HOW SERVICE IS COMPLETED

O Service is complete on the 21st day after you served the otHe’mg as provided in the court’s order.

O Service by publication is complete 21 days after the notice appeared in the newspaper. For a divorce case, you can
have your hearing 60 days after this date, as long as you have received the verification back from the newspaper. If
you do not have your verification back by your hearing date, you must call the court clerk’s office and ask to
reschedule.

O You will need to file with the court an Affidavit that Service was Made by Alternate Means (CV/FM-202) verifying
that you followed the court’s order. If you are serving by publication, you will also need to file the Verification (CV-
173).
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